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So let’s go back in time… about 165 years…

It’s the year 1854
Soho District,
London, England.

1846–1860 worldwide cholera pandemic

1854 Broad Street Cholera Outbreak 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1854_Broad_Street_cholera_outbreak

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Snow 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blinded_experiment





5 Ways to Craft Impactful Data Stories

1. Know your Data

2. Know your Audience

3. Choose the Right Medium for the data

4. Highlight the Message, dull the Noise

5. Practice ^ 3, don’t leave it to chance 





What is Azure?
Build, manage and deploy applications on a massive global network



Works with popular tools and frameworks

Linux



Quincy, WA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_Data_Center  
74,000m2 of floor space  
(~50% the size of Westfield Shopping Centre, Sydney)
Employees = 50



Amsterdam



Boydton, VA

102,000m2





Microsoft Azure in Australia



https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/

Data 
Storytelling!

https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/
https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/blog/the-art-and-science-of-action-driven-visual-analytics/


https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/

https://aka.ms/ss875pbi

Try me 
here!

https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/
https://aka.ms/ss875pbi


Also known as Intelligent Agent/Assistant.

An application that performs one or 
more automated tasks. 

Bots can use forms of conversation
as one of the interfaces/channels. 

Bots are often infused with AI 
to make these conversations 
more fluent and engaging for humans.

They help solve problems, and they can 
do it asynchronously.

So, what exactly is a “Bot”? 

https://channel9.msdn.com/Shows/AI-Show/Build-a-Bot-in-Minutes-with-QnA-Maker

“Hola” 
Humans!



https://channel9.msdn.com/Shows/AI-Show/Build-a-Bot-in-Minutes-with-QnA-Maker 
https://azure.microsoft.com/en-au/free/

Try me here!
https://aka.ms/ss875bot

https://aka.ms/ss875bot


They say it got Smart: Adding Intelligence 

QnA Maker

Distill information into 

conversational, easy-to-

navigate answers

Language Understanding 

Intelligent Service

Teach your apps to understand commands 

from your users

Cognitive Search

Integrate search into a

conversational experience

Translator

More easily perform speech 

and text translation

Bing Speech API

Convert speech to text and back 

again, and understand its intent

Speaker Recognition Give your 

app the ability 

to know who's talking

Custom Speech Service

Fine-tune speech recognition for 

anyone, nearly anywhere

Your Own Machine/Deep 

Learning Model

Link data sources and model to 

suit your business processes

ML

++MORE HERE → https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/services/cognitive-services/directory/



https://images6.alphacoders.com/469/469845.jpg

Microsoft Intelligent Kiosk – Vision API



SQuAD reading 
comprehension test

100K human 
generated 
Q&A pairs

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/microsofts-ai-now-good-humans-squad-reading-test-rangan-majumder/


Where next? Deep learning text understanding…

Maluuba and Microsoft Research

https://labs.cognitive.microsoft.com/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXIfwL2-4Ek

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXIfwL2-4Ek
https://labs.cognitive.microsoft.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXIfwL2-4Ek


Liberate Your Data with Visualisation and Conversation!

So, What’s Next?

• Get Power BI Desktop for Free here -
https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/desktop/

• Try out Azure Services for Free here -
https://azure.microsoft.com/en-au/free/

• Study and sit your Azure Certifications here -
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/azure-exams.aspx

• Free online courseware to Learn Azure, Analytics and AI –
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/learn/

• Intelligent Kiosk (Azure Cognitive Services / AI ) -
github code https://github.com/Microsoft/Cognitive-Samples-IntelligentKiosk
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GOLD

Silver

Bronze

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/sql-server/default.aspx
https://data.ftsg.com.au/
http://angrykoala.com.au/
http://www.sqlsaturday.com/
https://www.idera.com/
https://www.wardyit.com/
https://www.red-gate.com/
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